
amount of effort 
back into develop-
ing the youth of the 
sport.  

We look forward to 
following the devel-
opment of these 
young sailors and 
seeing their pro-
gress over the next 
few years.  
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Tom Phipps and 
Jonathan Cook from 
the UK confirmed 
their credentials as 
sailors to watch in the 
future as they com-
pleted their domina-
tion of both the 
Open and Youth Di-
visions of the Hobie 
16 Spinnaker class. 
On their way to win-
ning they managed to 
beat Gavin Colby, the 
current Hobie 16 
World Champion as 
well as Mitch Booth, 
a dual Olympic Med-
allist and runner up 
in last year's Hobie 
16 World Champi-
onships.  

While the light con-
ditions have obvi-
ously benefited the 
lighter sailors, their 
boat handling and con-
sistency were the keys 
to their success. Both 
Colby and Booth were 
impressed by not only 
the skills of all the 
young sailors, but also 
their enthusiasm and 

willingness to learn.  

Despite their domi-
nance on the score-

board, there was actu-
ally not much in terms 
of distance between the 
top eight boats of the 
fleet. The four British 
boats have obviously 
benefited from their 
training on the boats in 
the UK.

This event has been a 
resounding success and 
the youth sailors were 
excited to be able to 
sail against such top 

competition as Colby 
and Booth and were 
very appreciative of the 
help and supported by 
these world class sail-
ors. Thanks go to 
Gavin and Mitch for 
participating in this 
event - not many sail-
ors at this level put this 

14 Year Old Brits teach Olympic and World 
Champions how it is done! 

ISAF  Annual Conference Barcelona , Spain  



voured left hand side of the 
course, he tacked, jumped out 
on trapeze, but without hooking 
on to the trapeze wire. He fell 
straight into the water but fortu-
nately he was just able to get one 
hand back onto the side of the 

boat before it capsized. Pulling 
himself back onto the boat, it 
swung around and he had to put 
in two more tacks to get to the 
top mark, but still manage to 
round in 10th place. Even more 
fortunate for him was the fact 

Dutch sailor Thorin Zeil-
maker  became the 13th Hobie 
14 World Champion with a win 
in the final race of the 11 race 
World Championship con-
cluded today in Travemünde, 
Germany. With an OCS hang-
ing over his head from Race 3 
onwards, Zeilmaker held his 
nerve and proved that consis-
tency was the key to success. 
With top ten finishes in 9 of the 
11 races, Zeilmaker was able to 
produce consistent finishes in 
the light shifty conditions as well 
as the fresher breezes on the last 
day.  
However, it almost came com-
pletely came unstuck soon after 
the start of the last race. After 
getting a very good start and a 
good position out to the fa-

The Hobie Tigers trav-
elled to Singapore for the 
3rd Hobie Tiger World 
Championships. They were 
hosted by the luxurious  
Raffles Marina who  looked 
after the competitors very 
well. With light breezes it 
was a testing time for the 
sailors who travelled to the 
Singapore. With 13 coun-
tries represented all bring-
ing their own boat is a big 
task.

After the first 2 races it looked 
as if some of the biggest names 
at the event Mitch Booth ( reign-
ing Formula 18 World Cham-

pion on a Tiger)  and  current 

Hobie 16 World Champion 
Gavin Colby  would not feature 
in the results. The pacesetters 
were the current North Ameri-

can Tiger Champion Greg Tho-
mas and Jacques Bernier. Fol-

lowed closely by former  
Hobie 14 and 16 World 
Champion Enrique Figue-
roa.  

But you can not keep the 
champions down for long 
Mitch sailing with his 14 
year old son Taylor .  
Stamping their total class 
on the championships. 
Gavin Colby was the big 
mover from 21st position to 
3rd with Greg Thomas 

dropping to 2nd.  

Hobie 14 World Championships   

Hobie Tiger World Championships Singapore 
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that two of his closest rivals were 
just in front in 8th and 9th places. 
Zeilmaker stamped his authority 
on the event by going on to win the 
last race to win the event by a 12 
point margin.

His Dutch compatriot Peter 
Manvis was not so fortunate in 
the last race, having a disastrous 
first leg, rounding the top mark 
towards the back of the fleet. 
Having moved to within 3 points 
of 2nd place with one race to go, 
this race would certainly have 
been his throwout race  

Conditions on the last day pro-
vided the best wind for the event, 
with a solid 12 knots greeting sail-
ors. However, as has been the case 
for the event, there were some big 
holes in the course and what 
would look like a strong position 
sometimes quickly evaporated.  



With 510 boats on the 
start line the Hobie Tiger was 
the third fastest boat across the 
finish line,  1st, 2nd and 3rd 
Formula 18 and first on handi-
cap.

Near perfect conditions were 
forecast all week for the 26th 
edition of the Worlds Largest 
Catamaran Race after             

negotiating the way through the 
sometimes up to 3m shore 
break many of the boats parked 
an hour in advance at the outer 
more favoured end of the star-
tline. Starting wasn’t easy as it 
was favoured on port and rea-
ching. Up to 100 boats decided 
to take the starboard option and 
gybe when the gun went but ho-

wever in the case the majority 
ruled and the 500 other boats 
coming on port, some under 
spinnaker took the right-of-way. 
Most of the fleet opted to two 
sail reach initially then set the 
spinnaker having reached a 
good angle to the light house 
and the first mark. However Ga-

vin and Cori opted to sail with 
the spinnaker from the start 
line until they basically sailed to 

the beach and the breaking wa-
ves, then drop the spinnaker 
and two sail reach. This option 
proved right and they arrived to 
the first buoy The Hobie Tiger dominated 

Texel winning on handicap and 1st,2ndin second 
overall lead only by the Mars-
tom 20 of ex-Texel winner Gun-
nar Larsen. 

After a short upwind the bottom of 
the island was reached and the last 
corner for home turned. Now two 
sail reaching again in 3m waves, 
which were sometimes breaking and  
trying to miss the submerged obsta-
cles on the way.Conditions remai-
ned like this till the finish. 

Darren Bundock on a Hobie Tiger 
proved he is an all time guru and 
lead from the second gate to the fin-
ish closely followed by Mitch Booth 
and then Gavin  Colby to win the 
F18 class. 

Darren Bundock on a Hobie Tiger 
win overall meant he secured the 
Texel Dutch Open  

major sailing championships, 
having featured world champi-

ons from numerous 
classes, including 
Olympic medallists 
and several national 
champions from the 

multihull ranks. 
The Multi Hull 

The championship tro-
phy was named after Hobie 
Alter Sr. for his extraordi-
nary contributions to  
one-design multihull sailing 
and racing programs. The 
Alter Cup has become one 
of the nation's  

Championship was conceived by 
the US Sailing Multihull Council 
in the spring of 1985 as a service 
to multihull racing sailors. It is 
intended to determine a U.S. na-
tional multihull champion and is 
sailed annually in various types of 
multihulls at various venues.  

Hobie Tiger wins Texel Again! 

US Sailing chooses the Tiger for the  Alter Cup Again! 
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The Hobie Tiger dominated 

Texel winning on handicap and 

1,2, and 3 in the Formula 18  



The International Hobie Class Association was 
formed in 1991 after amalgamating the pervious body, 
the World Hobie Class Association. The IHCA is run by 
an Executive consisting of a President and 3 Vice-
Presidents. The Vice Presidents represent the  3 main 
regions, Europe; North and South America; and North 
& South Pacific and Africa.  Below the Executive is a 
council formed from each major sailing areas in the 
world and the three Hobie manufacturers.  This gives the 
sailors  the majority vote  on all issues. 

 With the class website at www.hobieclass.com  showing 
all the proposed rule changes and race management 
documents, the sailors have all the latest news and infor-
mation as it happens.  The IHCA also produces a news-
letter on electronic form every 2 months with all the lat-
est news and information from around the world. The 
sailors are notified by email and on the various Hobie 
websites around the world when the newsletter is ready 
for downloading.  

International Hobie Class Association 
18 Arafura Crescent  
Tingalpa 4173 
Australia 

INTERNATIONAL HOBIE CLASS ASSOCIATION 

ren Bundock (Tornado world 
champion), Mitch Booth (F18 
world champion) Gavin 
Colby (H16 world champion) 

The future of cat sailing in 
the UK looks extremely 
promising with younger and 
younger sailors in the RYA’s 
youth programme. Sam 
Newton and Nicholas Taylor 

The junior sailors were 
not awestruck by the number 
of boats and famous names 
to rub shoulders with the 
teams were out there to 
show just how good our jun-
ior cat sailors are. With al-
most 30 boats in their class , 
the winning boat of Sam 
Newton / Nick Taylor taking 
top place by just one point 
from last years winners Tom 
Phipps / Jon Cook. The Jun-
ior Hobie Cat trophies spon-
sored by Hobie Cat Europe 
went to the first three Dra-
goons in class with trophies 
handed out by some of the 
worlds best cat sailors, Dar-

won every race in the two 
person, spinnaker cat, the 
Dragoon at Travemünder 
Week. With less sail area the 
Dragoon provides a great 
training ground for younger 

sailors to develop skills be-
fore moving on to more de-
manding and powerful boats.  

Hobie Dragoon Championships  

Phone: 61 7 38905224 
Fax: 61 7 3348923 
Email: david.brookes@hobieclass.com  
Web www.hobieclass.com 


